
Denville
Denville, NJ

Mayor Thomas Andes

Pledge Summary
The Township of Denville, known as the "Hub of Morris County," is located halfway between
the Hudson and Delaware Rivers. This 12.74 square mile suburban community is the home of
17,000 residents. The Environmental Commission is very excited to begin the process to
rejuvenate the Monarch Butterfly population in our yards, parks and open space.

Action Items Committed for 2026

Communications and Convening

Issue a proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch butterfly and
the species’ need for habitat. This proclamation must incorporate a focus on monarch
conservation.

Program and Demonstration Gardens

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.
Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or
another prominent or culturally significant community location.

Systems Change

Launch, expand, or continue an effort to change municipal planting ordinances and
practices to include more native milkweed and native nectar producing plants at city
properties.

Past Pledge Archive

Mayor Name Program Year Pledge Date Achievement
Mayor Thomas Andes 2026 2/11/2026

Action Items
In total, how many individuals have been reached through the Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge in your community this year (Jan-Dec)? Please limit your answer to only the
number of individuals reached in the answer field below (e.g., 50).
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Of the total number of individuals engaged, how many youth (0-18) were reached
through the Mayors' Monarch Pledge in your community this year (Jan. - Dec.)? If
none, please write 0.” (Only allow numerical values.)

In total, how many acres of monarch habitat have been created in your city in the last
12 months? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field
below (e.g., 3).

Where is your habitat being created? This may include residences (yards, containers,
balconies, etc.), schools, places of worship, rights-of-way, roadsides, community
gardens, culturally-significant locations, shared public spaces and common areas or
parks.

How are you leveraging the Mayors' Monarch Pledge program to engage marginalized
communities, such as low-income communities or communities of color?

What was your community’s motivation for taking and continuing to work on the
Mayors' Monarch Pledge?

What resources have been most helpful to you thus far and what new resources
would you like to see to help meet your goals? What resources would be useful to
help expand equitable engagement in community processes and access to high-
quality, usable nature?

What else should we know about your monarch butterfly conservation efforts over the
last year?

Selected Action Items

Issue a proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch
butterfly and the species’ need for habitat. This proclamation must
incorporate a focus on monarch conservation.

Date of Proclamation:

Title of Proclamation (i.e. – Monarch Day or Pollinator Week):

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden
at City Hall or another prominent or culturally significant community
location.

Where is the demonstration garden located and how does this location relate to the
cultural significance of the monarch (if relevant)? (Please provide an address or
coordinates, if possible)
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What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the size of the demonstration garden (in acres)? Please limit your answer to
only the number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 0.5 acres ). For reference, 1
acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end
zones.

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

2026 Sign Dedication FLYER_FINAL.png

How many plants were sold and/or given away at your event?

150

How many people attended your event?

65

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

Our tree seedling giveaway was combined with a dedication ceremony for two interpretive
signs we installed using a grant from the Association of NJ Environmental Commissions.
ANJEC staff attended as well as our Mayor, Environmental Commission, Green Team, and
the Valleyview Middle School Green Team.

Launch, expand, or continue an effort to change municipal planting
ordinances and practices to include more native milkweed and native
nectar producing plants at city properties.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Denville Native-Invasive Plant Ordinance Ord. No. 03-25.pdf

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

The Environmental Commission worked with the Mayor and Town Council.

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.
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Complete

If this action is Complete, please include the date it was completed and share a 1-2
sentence description. Please include a copy of the policy by uploading or linking
below.

The ordinance was adopted on 2/18/2025. The township is prohibited from purchasing
invasive plant species (as listed on the NJ Invasive Species Strike Team's "Do Not Plant
List") and also commits to using at least 70% native plant species in all new in-ground
plantings on township-owned property. These regulations also apply to all applications with
landscaping elements presented to the Township Planning Board and Zoning Board of
Adjustment.

Created with the DynamicPDF Essentials Edition. [u112:v1.14.0.49966]

https://www.dynamicpdf.com/essentials

