City of Thornton

Thornton, CO

Mayor Jan Kulmann

Pledge Summary

Thornton, Colorado, is a City of approximately 140,000 residents in the north Denver metro
area, running south to north paralleling the beautiful Colorado Front Range. Thornton Mayor
Jan Kulmann is committed to saving the monarch butterfly and other pollinators with the
signing of the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge. She looks forward to continuing her engagement with
residents in developing additional pollinator habitat throughout the City. To improve Monarch
life cycle success, Mayor Kulmann has encouraged intentional maintenance practices
designed for the restoration of pollinator habitat. These practices include reduction of
pesticide use near milkweed in targeted locations and the innovative Naturally Thornton
program, converting turfgrass into sustainable and native grasslands. In addition, Mayor
Kulmann actively supports the citizen driven Monarch Fly Way initiative, which links City
appropriate breeding habitat into a single unified habitat corridor, characterized by appropriate
maintenance and public education.

Action ltems Committed for 2026

Communications and Convening

o Create a community-driven educational conservation strategy, initiative, or practice that
focuses on and benefits local, underserved residents.

Program and Demonstration Gardens

o Facilitate or support a milkweed seed collection and propagation effort.

« Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or
another prominent or culturally significant community location.

+ Add or maintain native milkweed and nectar-producing plants in gardens in the
community.

Past Pledge Archive

Mayor Name Program Year Pledge Date Achievement
Mayor Jan Kulmann 2026 1/8/2026

Mayor Jan Kulmann 2025 2/7/2025 Signatories
Mayor Jan Kulmann 2023 3/2/2023 Signatories
Mayor Jan Kulmann 2022 4/15/2022

Mayor Jan Kulmann 2021 2/17/2021
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Action Items

In total, how many individuals have been reached through the Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge in your community this year (Jan-Dec)? Please limit your answer to only the
number of individuals reached in the answer field below (e.g., 50).

Of the total number of individuals engaged, how many youth (0-18) were reached
through the Mayors' Monarch Pledge in your community this year (Jan. - Dec.)? If
none, please write 0.” (Only allow numerical values.)

In total, how many acres of monarch habitat have been created in your city in the last
12 months? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field
below (e.g., 3).

Where is your habitat being created? This may include residences (yards, containers,
balconies, etc.), schools, places of worship, rights-of-way, roadsides, community
gardens, culturally-significant locations, shared public spaces and common areas or
parks.

How are you leveraging the Mayors' Monarch Pledge program to engage marginalized
communities, such as low-income communities or communities of color?

What was your community’s motivation for taking and continuing to work on the
Mayors' Monarch Pledge?

What resources have been most helpful to you thus far and what new resources
would you like to see to help meet your goals? What resources would be useful to
help expand equitable engagement in community processes and access to high-
quality, usable nature?

What else should we know about your monarch butterfly conservation efforts over the
last year?

Selected Action Iltems

Create a community-driven educational conservation strategy, initiative, or
practice that focuses on and benefits local, underserved residents.

Please describe the process to create the strategy , the strategy goals and content,
and/or results of implementation. Please also identify who was engaged in this
process, what partnerships were established, and how you engaged these groups.
Provide a link, if possible.

Facilitate or support a milkweed seed collection and propagation effort.

How many people attended your event?
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What species were collected or propagated?

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

Please describe the milkweed seed collection and propagation effort that you hosted.

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden
at City Hall or another prominent or culturally significant community
location.

Where is the demonstration garden located and how does this location relate to the
cultural significance of the monarch (if relevant)? (Please provide an address or
coordinates, if possible)

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the size of the demonstration garden (in acres)? Please limit your answer to
only the number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 0.5 acres ). For reference, 1
acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end
zones.

Add or maintain native milkweed and nectar-producing plants in gardens
in the community.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

How many plants were planted?

Please describe your effort in completing this action.
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