
City of Highland Park
HIGHLAND PARK, IL

Mayor Nancy R. Rotering

Pledge Summary
Highland Park is a small city on the shores of Lake Michigan 25 miles north of Chicago. With
towering lake bluffs, secluded ravines, and wooded lots, the city has always had a special
relationship with nature and the character of the city is defined by large old oaks and
hickories. Mayor Rotering has committed to increasing pollinator habitat by removing invasive
species such as buckthorn from public land and replacing it with native perennials, shrubs,
and trees.

Action Items Committed for 2021

Communications and Convening

Issue a proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch butterfly and
the species’ need for habitat. This proclamation must incorporate a focus on monarch
conservation.

Program and Demonstration Gardens

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.
Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or
another prominent or culturally significant community location.
Convert vacant lots to monarch habitat.
Plant milkweed and pollinator-friendly native nectar plants along roadsides, medians, or
public rights-of-way.
Launch, expand, or continue an invasive species removal program that will support the
re-establishment of native habitat for monarch butterflies and other pollinators.

Systems Change

Launch, expand, or continue an effort to change municipal planting ordinances and
practices to include more native milkweed and native nectar producing plants at city
properties.
Integrate monarch butterfly conservation into the city’s Park Master Plan, Sustainability
Plan, Climate Resiliency Plan or other city plans.
Reduce or eliminate the use of herbicides, pesticides, or other chemicals that are
harmful to monarchs and pollinators and urban wildlife.
Launch, expand, or continue one or more ordinances to reduce light pollution to benefit
urban wildlife.
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Past Pledge Archive

Mayor Name Program Year Pledge Date Achievement
Mayor Nancy R. Rotering 2024 3/14/2024
Mayor Nancy Rotering 2023 3/27/2023 Signatories
Mayor Nancy R. Rotering 2022 4/21/2022
Mayor Nancy R. Rotering 2021 2/5/2021

Action Items
In total, how many individuals have been reached through the Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge in your community this year (Jan-Dec)? Please limit your answer to only the
number of individuals reached in the answer field below (e.g., 50).

1000

Of the total number of individuals engaged, how many youth (0-18) were reached
through the Mayors' Monarch Pledge in your community this year (Jan. - Dec.)? If
none, please write 0.” (Only allow numerical values.)

600 adult and 400 youth

Where is your habitat being created? This may include residences (yards, containers,
balconies, etc.), schools, places of worship, rights-of-way, roadsides, community
gardens, culturally-significant locations, shared public spaces and common areas or
parks.

Multiple locations - Robert McClory Bike Trail, City Hall, Hazel Avenue Commuter Parking
Lot, Ravinia Train Station

How are you leveraging the Mayors' Monarch Pledge program to engage marginalized
communities, such as low-income communities or communities of color?

All residents are encouraged and welcomed

Selected Action Items

Launch, expand, or continue an invasive species removal program that
will support the re-establishment of native habitat for monarch butterflies
and other pollinators.

What is the total acreage of land treated to remove invasive plants?

Please describe the extent of revisions or maintenance to invasive species removal
programs, as well as the practices or techniques used to remove the invasive plants.
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Launch, expand, or continue an effort to change municipal planting
ordinances and practices to include more native milkweed and native
nectar producing plants at city properties.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.

If this action is Complete, please include the date it was completed and share a 1-2
sentence description. Please include a copy of the policy by uploading or linking
below.

If this action is In Progress, please describe your progress and a target date when
you plan to complete action.

Integrate monarch butterfly conservation into the city’s Park Master Plan,
Sustainability Plan, Climate Resiliency Plan or other city plans.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.

If this action is Complete, please include the date it was completed and share a 1-2
sentence description. Please include a copy of the policy by uploading or linking
below.

If this action is In Progress, please describe your progress and a target date when
you plan to complete action.

Launch, expand, or continue one or more ordinances to reduce light
pollution to benefit urban wildlife.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.

If this action is Complete, please include the date it was completed and share a 1-2
sentence description. Please include a copy of the policy by uploading or linking
below.
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If this action is In Progress, please describe your progress and a target date when
you plan to complete action.

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

ATTACHMENT 2021 Arbor Day Native Tree and Milkweed Giveaway.pdf

How many plants were sold and/or given away at your event?

200

How many people attended your event?

500

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

Park District of Highland Park

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden
at City Hall or another prominent or culturally significant community
location.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

ATTACHMENT 2021 McClory Pollinator Garden and City Hall plus Hazel Avenue
Parking.pdf

Where is the demonstration garden located and how does this location relate to the
cultural significance of the monarch (if relevant)? (Please provide an address or
coordinates, if possible)

City Hall, 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois

Plant milkweed and pollinator-friendly native nectar plants along
roadsides, medians, or public rights-of-way.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

ATTACHMENT 2021 Hazel Avenue Parking.pdf
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Where are the medians, roadsides and public rights-of-way? (Please provide an
address or coordinates, if possible, or describe the location)

Hazel Avenue Parking Lot Landscaping

How many milkweed and pollinator-friendly native nectar plants were planted?

85

Convert vacant lots to monarch habitat.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

ATTACHMENT 2021 Conversion of FEMA Residential Lots to Pollinator Habitat.pdf

Where is the monarch habitat located? (Please provide an address, if possible)

Briergate Drive, Highland Park

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

None

How many lots were converted to monarch habitat? Please limit your answer to only
the number of lots in the answer field below (e.g., 3)

5

Reduce or eliminate the use of herbicides, pesticides, or other chemicals
that are harmful to monarchs and pollinators and urban wildlife.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

ATTACHMENT 2021 Pesticides.pdf

Issue a proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch
butterfly and the species’ need for habitat. This proclamation must
incorporate a focus on monarch conservation.

Date of Proclamation:

June 27 2021
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Title of Proclamation (i.e. – Monarch Day or Pollinator Week):

In Supoort of Monarch Butterflies

Upload a copy of your proclamation.

2021 Monarch Butterfly.pdf
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