
City of Fishers
Fishers, IN

Mayor Scott Fadness

Pledge Summary
The City of Fishers is a suburb of Indianapolis, Indiana, located in Hamilton County and was
named #1 Place to Live in the US by Money Magazine in 2017. Under the leadership of
Mayor Scott Fadness, Fishers is known as a smart, vibrant, and entrepreneurial city through
its neighborhood development, dedication to supporting high-growth companies, and
innovative city processes. With a population of approximately 100,000 Fishers is one of the
fastest growing communities in Indiana and has received national accolades for
entrepreneurship, livability, and safety. The City has established an Environmental Working
Group dedicated to improving the city's sustainability efforts, preserving and enhancing
biodiversity within our city, and engaging with our residents to build more pollinator and
monarch habitats.

Action Items Committed for 2023

Communications and Convening

Launch or maintain a public communication effort to encourage residents to plant
monarch gardens at their homes or in their neighborhoods. (If you have community
members who speak a language other than English, we encourage you to also
communicate in that language; Champion Pledges must communicate in that language.)
Engage with community garden groups and urge them to plant native milkweeds and
nectar-producing plants.
Engage with city parks and recreation, public works, sustainability, and other relevant
staff to identify opportunities to revise and maintain mowing programs and milkweed /
native nectar plant planting programs.
Engage with Homeowners Associations (HOAs), Community Associations or
neighborhood organizations to identify opportunities to plant monarch gardens and
revise maintenance and mowing programs.
Engage with developers, planners, landscape architects, and other community leaders
and organizers engaged in planning processes to identify opportunities to create
monarch habitat.

Program and Demonstration Gardens

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or
another prominent or culturally significant community location.
Plant milkweed and pollinator-friendly native nectar plants along roadsides, medians, or
public rights-of-way.
Launch or maintain an outdoor education program(s) (e.g., at schools, after-school
programs, community centers and groups) that builds awareness and creates habitat by
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engaging students, educators, and the community in planting native milkweed and
pollinator-friendly native nectar plants (i.e., National Wildlife Federation’s Schoolyard
Habitats program and Monarch Mission curriculum).
Initiate or support community science (or citizen science) efforts that help monitor
monarch migration and health.
Display educational signage at monarch gardens and pollinator habitat.

Systems Change

Increase the percentage of native plants, shrubs and trees that must be used in city
landscaping ordinances and encourage use of milkweed, where appropriate.
Launch, expand, or continue an effort to change municipal planting ordinances and
practices to include more native milkweed and native nectar producing plants at city
properties.

Past Pledge Archive

Mayor Name Program Year Pledge Date Achievement
Mayor Scott Fadness 2023 3/28/2023

Action Items
In total, how many individuals have been reached through the Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge in your community this year (Jan-Dec)? Please limit your answer to only the
number of individuals reached in the answer field below (e.g., 50).

Of the total number of individuals engaged, how many youth (0-18) were reached
through the Mayors' Monarch Pledge in your community this year (Jan. - Dec.)? If
none, please write 0.” (Only allow numerical values.)

In total, how many acres of monarch habitat have been created in your city in the last
12 months? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field
below (e.g., 3).

Where is your habitat being created? This may include residences (yards, containers,
balconies, etc.), schools, places of worship, rights-of-way, roadsides, community
gardens, culturally-significant locations, shared public spaces and common areas or
parks.

How are you leveraging the Mayors' Monarch Pledge program to engage marginalized
communities, such as low-income communities or communities of color?

What was your community’s motivation for taking and continuing to work on the
Mayors' Monarch Pledge?

What resources have been most helpful to you thus far and what new resources
would you like to see to help meet your goals? What resources would be useful to
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help expand equitable engagement in community processes and access to high-
quality, usable nature?

What else should we know about your monarch butterfly conservation efforts over the
last year?

Selected Action Items
Launch or maintain a public communication effort to encourage residents
to plant monarch gardens at their homes or in their neighborhoods. (If you
have community members who speak a language other than English, we
encourage you to also communicate in that language; Champion Pledges
must communicate in that language.)

Please describe the methods of public communication below (e.g., printed materials,
social media, print media).

Engage with community garden groups and urge them to plant native
milkweeds and nectar-producing plants.

Please describe the groups you engaged with and how you engaged with these
groups below.

Engage with city parks and recreation, public works, sustainability, and
other relevant staff to identify opportunities to revise and maintain
mowing programs and milkweed / native nectar plant planting programs.

How many community organizations and groups participated? Please list them below.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and
revisions/maintenance implemented for mowing or planting programs.

Engage with developers, planners, landscape architects, and other
community leaders and organizers engaged in planning processes to
identify opportunities to create monarch habitat.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and associated
opportunities to create monarch habitat.

Plant milkweed and pollinator-friendly native nectar plants along
roadsides, medians, or public rights-of-way.

Where are the medians, roadsides and public rights-of-way? (Please provide an
address or coordinates, if possible, or describe the location)
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How many milkweed and pollinator-friendly native nectar plants were planted?

What is the total acreage of median and public right-of-way that has been planted with
milkweed and pollinator-friendly native nectar plants?

Please describe the maintenance schedule for these planted areas.

Launch or maintain an outdoor education program(s) (e.g., at schools,
after-school programs, community centers and groups) that builds
awareness and creates habitat by engaging students, educators, and the
community in planting native milkweed and pollinator-friendly native
nectar plants (i.e., National Wildlife Federation’s Schoolyard Habitats
program and Monarch Mission curriculum).

What program was launched or maintained to complete this effort? If you are involved
with another National Wildlife Federation program, please mention that below. (Please
include a link to the program, if possible)

How many schools, community groups, leaders, or centers were engaged in this
effort? How many of these collaborations and partnerships are "new"?

Please list the names of the schools you are working with.

What resources, if any, are you providing to educators?

How many students and educators would you estimate are being reached? Please
limit your answer to only number of adults and youths engaged in the answer field
(e.g., 200 students and 20 educators).

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

How many acres of monarch and pollinator habitat have been planted through this
effort? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field below
(e.g., 0.5 acres). For reference, 1 acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a
football field without the end zones.

What is the maintenance schedule to ensure planted habitat is maintained?

Initiate or support community science (or citizen science) efforts that help
monitor monarch migration and health.

How many estimated individuals participated in your community science effort?
Please limit your answer to only the number of individuals reached in the answer field
(e.g., 150).
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What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

Please describe the community science program that you supported or initiated.
Provide a link to any relevant programs, if possible.

Display educational signage at monarch gardens and pollinator habitat.

How many garden signs are being displayed and where are they located?

Please describe the educational information on the sign(s), and provide any links to
externally purchased sign(s).

Launch, expand, or continue an effort to change municipal planting
ordinances and practices to include more native milkweed and native
nectar producing plants at city properties.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.

If this action is Complete, please include the date it was completed and share a 1-2
sentence description. Please include a copy of the policy by uploading or linking
below.

If this action is In Progress, please describe your progress and a target date when
you plan to complete action.

Engage with Homeowners Associations (HOAs), Community Associations
or neighborhood organizations to identify opportunities to plant monarch
gardens and revise maintenance and mowing programs.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

The Haven Native Meadow Project.doc

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Neighborhood Vibrancy Grant - One Sheet.pdf

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.
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The Haven Native Meadow Project.pdf

How many community organizations and groups participated? Please list them below.

The City has worked with The Haven HOA and Cumberland Place HOA as well as the
Department of Public Works to begin reviewing our mowing program as well as working
with homebuilders, Pulte, to place a native pollinator garden in a new infill subdivision.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and revisions
implemented for mowing and maintenance programs.

The City of Fishers offers the Neighborhood Vibrancy Grant in order to encourage HOA's
and community groups to complete projects that will enhance the natural areas of their
property and create unique solutions to problems they may be facing. in 2022, the City
funded $4,760 to the Haven HOA. This HOA decided to convert 14 acres of previously
mowed and maintained land into a native prairie with native grasses and wildflowers.
Because of the success of this project, the City approached other aging HOA's for the next
grant cycle and worked with the Cumberland Place HOA to help fund the conversion of
common area to native prairie as well. As a part of our review process for new
subdivisions, the City has required that all plantings be native to central Indiana, and be
varied to allow a diverse stock for pollinators and other wildlife. One such subdivision.
Remington, proposed to place a native pollinator garden as a part of their open space
requirements.

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden
at City Hall or another prominent or culturally significant community
location.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

AgriPark Native Prar.jpg

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Flat Fork Creek.jpg

Where is the demonstration garden located and how does this location relate to the
cultural significance of the monarch (if relevant)? (Please provide an address or
coordinates, if possible)

AgriPark Native Prairie and Tree Nursery - 11171 Florida Rd, Fishers, IN 46040,
approximately 1.2 acres of wildflowers, Flat Fork Creek Park - 16141 E. 101st St. Fishers,
IN 46038, 20 acres of reforestation area, This location features water, and shelter
opportunities for the insects as well as pollinator opportunities.
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What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

City of Fishers Parks Department, Fishers AgriPark Community Volunteers

What is the size of the demonstration garden (in acres)? Please limit your answer to
only the number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 0.5 acres ). For reference, 1
acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end
zones.

20

Increase the percentage of native plants, shrubs and trees that must be
used in city landscaping ordinances and encourage use of milkweed,
where appropriate.

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Marketplace Towns PUD Ord..pdf

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Cove at Thorpe Creek PUD Ord..pdf

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Milford Park PUD Ord..pdf

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Remington PUD Ord..pdf

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Cyntheanne Woods PUD Ord..pdf

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

Abbott Commons PUD Ord..pdf
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What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

Lennar Homebuilders, Pulte

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.

Complete

If this action is Complete, please include the date it was completed and share a 1-2
sentence description. Please include a copy of the policy by uploading or linking
below.

Please see attachments

If this action is In Progress, please describe your progress and a target date when
you plan to complete action.

For new Planned Unit Developments moving forward, the developers are required to use
plantings that are native to Central Indiana, vary the species so that no one species can be
more than 30% of the total plantings, and the City is requesting that detention ponds have
native edges.
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