
Brackenridge Borough
Brackenridge, PA

Mayor Lindsay Fraser

Pledge Summary
Brackenridge is a river town of about 3,100 people nestled along the Allegheny River in
Allegheny County, PA. We are working with local partners including organic farms, non profits,
churches, community gardens, the local schools, and our neighbors to promote pollinator
habitats, environmental sustainabilty practices, and nature education in our community.

Action Items Committed for 2023

Communications and Convening

Issue a proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch butterfly and
the species’ need for habitat. This proclamation must incorporate a focus on monarch
conservation.
Engage with community garden groups and urge them to plant native milkweeds and
nectar-producing plants.
Engage with city parks and recreation, public works, sustainability, and other relevant
staff to identify opportunities to revise and maintain mowing programs and milkweed /
native nectar plant planting programs.
Engage with gardening leaders and partners (e.g., Master Naturalists, Master
Gardeners, Nature Centers, Native Plant Society Chapters , other long-standing and
influential community leaders) to support monarch butterfly conservation.

Program and Demonstration Gardens

Facilitate or support a milkweed seed collection and propagation effort.
Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or
another prominent or culturally significant community location.
Convert vacant lots to monarch habitat.
Launch or maintain an outdoor education program(s) (e.g., at schools, after-school
programs, community centers and groups) that builds awareness and creates habitat by
engaging students, educators, and the community in planting native milkweed and
pollinator-friendly native nectar plants (i.e., National Wildlife Federation’s Schoolyard
Habitats program and Monarch Mission curriculum).
Add or maintain native milkweed and nectar-producing plants in gardens in the
community.
Display educational signage at monarch gardens and pollinator habitat.

Past Pledge Archive
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Mayor Name Program Year Pledge Date Achievement
Mayor Lindsay Fraser 2024 3/31/2024
Mayor Lindsay Fraser 2023 3/31/2023
Mayor Lindsay Fraser 2022 5/1/2022 Signatories

Action Items
In total, how many individuals have been reached through the Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge in your community this year (Jan-Dec)? Please limit your answer to only the
number of individuals reached in the answer field below (e.g., 50).

75

Of the total number of individuals engaged, how many youth (0-18) were reached
through the Mayors' Monarch Pledge in your community this year (Jan. - Dec.)? If
none, please write 0.” (Only allow numerical values.)

45 youth, 30 adults

In total, how many acres of monarch habitat have been created in your city in the last
12 months? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field
below (e.g., 3).

.5

Where is your habitat being created? This may include residences (yards, containers,
balconies, etc.), schools, places of worship, rights-of-way, roadsides, community
gardens, culturally-significant locations, shared public spaces and common areas or
parks.

Community garden, outdoor classroom space, residences, newly vacant lots

How are you leveraging the Mayors' Monarch Pledge program to engage marginalized
communities, such as low-income communities or communities of color?

Our community is a Justice 40 community.

What was your community’s motivation for taking and continuing to work on the
Mayors' Monarch Pledge?

Resident suggestion, mayoral interest.

What resources have been most helpful to you thus far and what new resources
would you like to see to help meet your goals? What resources would be useful to
help expand equitable engagement in community processes and access to high-
quality, usable nature?
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Access to bulk wildflower seeds for planting on vacant lots of newly demolished buildings.

What else should we know about your monarch butterfly conservation efforts over the
last year?

n/a

Selected Action Items

Issue a proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch
butterfly and the species’ need for habitat. This proclamation must
incorporate a focus on monarch conservation.

Date of Proclamation:

Title of Proclamation (i.e. – Monarch Day or Pollinator Week):

Engage with city parks and recreation, public works, sustainability, and
other relevant staff to identify opportunities to revise and maintain
mowing programs and milkweed / native nectar plant planting programs.

How many community organizations and groups participated? Please list them below.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and
revisions/maintenance implemented for mowing or planting programs.

Engage with gardening leaders and partners (e.g., Master Naturalists,
Master Gardeners, Nature Centers, Native Plant Society Chapters , other
long-standing and influential community leaders) to support monarch
butterfly conservation.

How many community organizations and groups participated? Please list them below.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and their monarch
butterfly conservation efforts.

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden
at City Hall or another prominent or culturally significant community
location.

Where is the demonstration garden located and how does this location relate to the
cultural significance of the monarch (if relevant)? (Please provide an address or
coordinates, if possible)
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What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the size of the demonstration garden (in acres)? Please limit your answer to
only the number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 0.5 acres ). For reference, 1
acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end
zones.

Convert vacant lots to monarch habitat.

Where is the monarch habitat located? (Please provide an address, if possible)

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the total acreage of land that has been converted? Please limit your answer to
only the number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 2 acres). For reference, 1
acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end
zones.

How many lots were converted to monarch habitat? Please limit your answer to only
the number of lots in the answer field below (e.g., 3)

Please describe when the lots were converted to monarch habitat and the planned
maintenance schedule.

Display educational signage at monarch gardens and pollinator habitat.

How many garden signs are being displayed and where are they located?

4

Please describe the educational information on the sign(s), and provide any links to
externally purchased sign(s).

Signage on flowers at a community garden asking people to leave the flowers in order to
support pollinator habitats

Add or maintain native milkweed and nectar-producing plants in gardens
in the community.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

Highlands School District

How many plants were planted?
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40

Please describe your effort in completing this action.

I hosted/led an educational tour of an early childhood summer camp field trip to the
community garden, all kids planted several flowers.

Launch or maintain an outdoor education program(s) (e.g., at schools,
after-school programs, community centers and groups) that builds
awareness and creates habitat by engaging students, educators, and the
community in planting native milkweed and pollinator-friendly native
nectar plants (i.e., National Wildlife Federation’s Schoolyard Habitats
program and Monarch Mission curriculum).

Upload any relevant documents, images, or other attachments related to your effort
on this action.

IMG_8112.jpeg

What program was launched or maintained to complete this effort? If you are involved
with another National Wildlife Federation program, please mention that below. (Please
include a link to the program, if possible)

The Highlands School District early education center continued to bring their Camp
Creativity summer camp students on a field trip to the community garden for the second
year.

How many schools, community groups, leaders, or centers were engaged in this
effort? How many of these collaborations and partnerships are "new"?

1

Please list the names of the schools you are working with.

Highlands School District Early Education Cemter.

What resources, if any, are you providing to educators?

Content, session leadership, seeds

How many students and educators would you estimate are being reached? Please
limit your answer to only number of adults and youths engaged in the answer field
(e.g., 200 students and 20 educators).

35 kids, 5 educators
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What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

Blackberry Meadows Farm, Tarentum Friendship Garden, Grow Pittsburgh

Engage with community garden groups and urge them to plant native
milkweeds and nectar-producing plants.

Please describe the groups you engaged with and how you engaged with these
groups below.

Tarentum Friendship Garden, Grow Pittsburgh, TreeVitalize, Western PA Conservancy; I
worked with these organizations to nectar-producing plants and trees in our community.

Facilitate or support a milkweed seed collection and propagation effort.

How many people attended your event?

1

What species were collected or propagated?

Common milkweed

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

Blackberry Meadows Farm

Please describe the milkweed seed collection and propagation effort that you hosted.

I collected milkweed seed pods from a local farm and resdistributed them along the
riverbank and on a vacant lot.
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