City of Pickering

Pickering, ON

Mayor Kevin Ashe

Pledge Summary

Over the past several years, Pickering has developed and implemented a number of
initiatives to support the Monarch butterfly and other important pollinators such as birds, bats
and bees. Through participation in the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge, Pickering will continue to
help create Monarch habitat, raise community awareness about the importance of these
species, and educate residents on roles they can play. Through collaboration we also
endeavor to encourage other Canadian cities to do the same.

Action ltems Committed for 2023

Communications and Convening

Launch or maintain a public communication effort to encourage residents to plant
monarch gardens at their homes or in their neighborhoods. (If you have community
members who speak a language other than English, we encourage you to also
communicate in that language; Champion Pledges must communicate in that language.)
Engage with community garden groups and urge them to plant native milkweeds and
nectar-producing plants.

Engage with gardening leaders and partners (e.g., Master Naturalists, Master
Gardeners, Nature Centers, Native Plant Society Chapters , other long-standing and
influential community leaders) to support monarch butterfly conservation.

Engage with developers, planners, landscape architects, and other community leaders
and organizers engaged in planning processes to identify opportunities to create
monarch habitat.

Program and Demonstration Gardens

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.

Facilitate or support a milkweed seed collection and propagation effort.

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or
another prominent or culturally significant community location.

Launch or maintain an outdoor education program(s) (e.g., at schools, after-school
programs, community centers and groups) that builds awareness and creates habitat by
engaging students, educators, and the community in planting native milkweed and
pollinator-friendly native nectar plants (i.e., National Wildlife Federation’s Schoolyard
Habitats program and Monarch Mission curriculum).

Add or maintain native milkweed and nectar-producing plants in gardens in the
community.

Launch, expand, or continue an invasive species removal program that will support the
re-establishment of native habitat for monarch butterflies and other pollinators.
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Past Pledge Archive

Mayor Name Program Year Pledge Date Achievement
Mayor Kevin Ashe 2026 3/27/2026

Mayor Kevin Ashe 2025 3/28/2025 Leadership Circle
Mayor Kevin Ashe 2024 3/28/2024 Leadership Circle
Mayor Kevin Ashe 2023 3/30/2023 Leadership Circle
Mayor Kevin Ashe 2022 2/10/2022 Leadership Circle
Mayor David Ryan 2021 3/9/2021 Leadership Circle

Action Items

In total, how many individuals have been reached through the Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge in your community this year (Jan-Dec)? Please limit your answer to only the
number of individuals reached in the answer field below (e.g., 50).

25600

Of the total number of individuals engaged, how many youth (0-18) were reached
through the Mayors' Monarch Pledge in your community this year (Jan. - Dec.)? If
none, please write 0.” (Only allow numerical values.)

N/A

In total, how many acres of monarch habitat have been created in your city in the last
12 months? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field
below (e.g., 3).

0

Where is your habitat being created? This may include residences (yards, containers,
balconies, etc.), schools, places of worship, rights-of-way, roadsides, community
gardens, culturally-significant locations, shared public spaces and common areas or
parks.

We added pollinator-friendly plants to our existing park pollinator gardens.

How are you leveraging the Mayors' Monarch Pledge program to engage marginalized
communities, such as low-income communities or communities of color?

N/A

What was your community’s motivation for taking and continuing to work on the
Mayors' Monarch Pledge?
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Over the past several years, Pickering has developed and implemented a number of
initiatives to assist not only the monarch butterfly, but also other pollinators. By participating
in the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge, we want to help these species, while also encouraging
other Canadian cities to do the same.

What resources have been most helpful to you thus far and what new resources
would you like to see to help meet your goals? What resources would be useful to
help expand equitable engagement in community processes and access to high-
quality, usable nature?

The news/updates we receive from the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge are very helpful as it
keeps us updated on the current trends in monarch conservation and what other
municipalities are doing. We would like to learn about community-led invasive species
control to help the survival of native, pollinator-friendly plants.

What else should we know about your monarch butterfly conservation efforts over the
last year?

It is difficult to quantify pollinator habitat created this year since we work on various
programs with multiple partners (Conservation Authorities, School Boards, Residents,
Community Groups, etc.) and not all land is City owned. Community groups and volunteers
helped the City to plant 218 nectar-producing plants in some of Pickering’s pollinator
gardens (Valley Plentiful garden, and Amberlea garden). Pollinator gardens add diversity to
the City’s landscape, provide a food source, and enhance the natural habitat for pollinators.

Selected Action ltems

Facilitate or support a milkweed seed collection and propagation effort.
How many people attended your event?
What species were collected or propagated?

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

Please describe the milkweed seed collection and propagation effort that you hosted.

Launch or maintain a public communication effort to encourage residents
to plant monarch gardens at their homes or in their neighborhoods. (If you
have community members who speak a language other than English, we
encourage you to also communicate in that language; Champion Pledges
must communicate in that language.)

Please describe the methods of public communication below (e.g., printed materials,
social media, print media).
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We continuously promote sustainable related activities on the City’s website (Pollinator
Action) and social media (i.e. Facebook, Twitter, Instagram). For example, during Earth
Month the City hosted a gardening webinar, which emphasized the important role
pollinators play in a healthy and sustainable food system. We also completed social media
posts for national campaigns such as Pollinator Week. The City also issued news releases,
and eNewsletters for various pollinator initiatives and projects. To celebrate and bring
awareness during Flight of the Monarch Day, the City provided educational children’s
activities during its Cultural Fusion Day celebrations to help increase education and
awareness around pollinators.

Engage with community garden groups and urge them to plant native
milkweeds and nectar-producing plants.

Please describe the groups you engaged with and how you engaged with these
groups below.

This year the City worked with Toronto and Region Conservation Youth Corps to plant 218
pollinator plants in Pickering. The planting helped encourage groups to plant more native,
pollinator-friendly plants within their gardens.

Engage with gardening leaders and partners (e.g., Master Naturalists,
Master Gardeners, Nature Centers, Native Plant Society Chapters , other
long-standing and influential community leaders) to support monarch
butterfly conservation.

How many community organizations and groups participated? Please list them below.
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) and Durham Master Gardeners.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and their monarch
butterfly conservation efforts.

We work with expert horticulturalists from Durham Master Gardeners and TRCA to host a
series of educational workshops including the importance of pollinators, and planting
native, pollinator plants to support these populations.

Engage with developers, planners, landscape architects, and other
community leaders and organizers engaged in planning processes to
identify opportunities to create monarch habitat.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and associated
opportunities to create monarch habitat.

During review of development proposals, the City makes recommendation to incorporate
native pollinator-friendly plant material. Council recently adopted Integrated Sustainable
Design Standards (ISDS), which includes mandatory and optional performance
requirements for all new developments. These standards were developed in collaboration
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with staff, the development community and public. One of the ISDS performance criteria
reflect the requirement to plant 50% native plant species, including trees, shrubs and
herbaceous plants preferably drought-tolerant and pollinator friendly outside of the buffer
area and within the development limits.

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.

How many plants were sold and/or given away at your event?

200

How many people attended your event?

200

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

This year the City provided over 200 free pollinator seed packages as giveaways to visitors
of the Pickering Farmers’ Market and at various Sustainable Pickering events. The
packages included a variety of native, pollinator seeds and visitors learned about the
importance of including these native species in their gardens.

Plant or maintain a monarch and pollinator-friendly demonstration garden

at City Hall or another prominent or culturally significant community
location.

Where is the demonstration garden located and how does this location relate to the
cultural significance of the monarch (if relevant)? (Please provide an address or
coordinates, if possible)

in front of Pickering City Hall

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

In 2022 the City converted an existing traditional garden in a high-traffic area into a
pollinator supportive garden. The City continues to maintain and care for this garden which
has been designated as a Monarch Waystation.

What is the size of the demonstration garden (in acres)? Please limit your answer to
only the number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 0.5 acres ). For reference, 1
acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end
zones.

0.01
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Add or maintain native milkweed and nectar-producing plants in gardens
in the community.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

Valley Plentiful and Toronto Conservation Youth Corps
How many plants were planted?

218
Please describe your effort in completing this action.

Community groups and volunteers helped the City to plant over 218 nectar-producing
plants in some of Pickering’s pollinator gardens (Valley Plentiful garden, and Amberlea
garden). Volunteers from community gardens and the Toronto Conservation Youth Corp
helped plants and maintain these gardens. The pollinator gardens help add diversity to the
City’s landscape, provide a food source, and enhance the natural habitat for pollinators.

Launch, expand, or continue an invasive species removal program that
will support the re-establishment of native habitat for monarch butterflies
and other pollinators.

What is the total acreage of land treated to remove invasive plants?
0.1

Please describe the extent of revisions or maintenance to invasive species removal
programs, as well as the practices or techniques used to remove the invasive plants.

As in previous years, the City worked with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
Youth Corps volunteers to pull invasive species from our City parks and gardens, which
were then safely disposed by the City's Operation’s Department.

Launch or maintain an outdoor education program(s) (e.g., at schools,
after-school programs, community centers and groups) that builds
awareness and creates habitat by engaging students, educators, and the
community in planting native milkweed and pollinator-friendly native
nectar plants (i.e., National Wildlife Federation’s Schoolyard Habitats
program and Monarch Mission curriculum).

What program was launched or maintained to complete this effort? If you are involved
with another National Wildlife Federation program, please mention that below. (Please
include a link to the program, if possible)
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Through the Pickering Environmental Schools Grant schools have the ability to create
pollinator gardens, purchase native pollinator-friendly plants and resources to maintain the
gardens.

How many schools, community groups, leaders, or centers were engaged in this
effort? How many of these collaborations and partnerships are "new"?

4
Please list the names of the schools you are working with.

Dunbarton High School Maple Ridge Public School St. Monica Catholic School Claremont
Public School

What resources, if any, are you providing to educators?

We have a section for teachers on the City’s website that provides them with a list of
resources including activities, programs, educational links, and other helpful resources
related to helping pollinators.
How many students and educators would you estimate are being reached? Please
limit your answer to only number of adults and youths engaged in the answer field
(e.g., 200 students and 20 educators).
160

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

Durham District Public School Board, Durham Catholic District School Board

How many acres of monarch and pollinator habitat have been planted through this
effort? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field below
(e.g., 0.5 acres). For reference, 1 acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a
football field without the end zones.

0.01
What is the maintenance schedule to ensure planted habitat is maintained?

School are responsible for actively maintaining their gardens.
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