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On April 10th Bloomberg Philanthropies announced that Hastings-on-Hudson had been selected to launch a Youth Climate Action Fund. The Fund is geared at young people aged 15 to 24, to support them in designing, and producing climate solutions in municipalities around the globe. Hastings-on-Hudson was one of 100 municipalities to receive a $50,000 grant (30 are in the United States and two are in New York), which we in turn can use to provide microgrants to our youth. Out of the applications that were submitted, we chose 22 projects to fund. Several of the projects focused on the importance of pollinators and ranged from a pollinator mural, to a pollinator festival, to a pollinator seed give away, to the creation of several new and unique pollinator gardens, as well as improved infrastructure for the community gardens and the erection of a greenhouse (with its own irrigation system) that will host pollinator seedlings. A total of 21 youth led these projects and many more youth and adults participated through “gardening flash mobs” or attendance at events.
Pollinator Mural – Emma Gelman – Hastings Paint & Hardware Alleyway
Emma chose to use her grant to produce a gorgeous pollinator mural that graces the outside wall of Hastings Paint & Hardware. Her goal in depicting native pollinators, birds, and beneficial insects, was to inspire residents to visit the hardware store and purchase earth-friendly home and garden goods and plant pollinator-supporting annual and perennial plants in their own gardens. To see photos of Emma’s project, and learn more about the cool production and installation techniques she used, see HERE, and to see her website and to order an Emma designed pollinator wall decal click HERE. 

Pollen Nation  (Kids Take on the Environment) – Sully Griffin and Victoria Lugomer-Pomper – Draper Park
Sully and Victoria used their grant to host a pollinator festival in Draper Park on Saturday September 7th from 1 to 3:30 pm. Their goal was to create a fun forum for the public to learn about the importance of pollinators. They had science experiments, games, face painting, seed giveaways, free ice cream and a raffle (which benefited the NYC Pollinator Working Group charity). A description and photos of the event can be found HERE. 

Eco Seeds – Lena Hobby – Draper Park (and elsewhere)
A Girl Scout Gold Award candidate, Lena used her grant to promote native plants. Her plan is to engage the community in enhancing local green spaces and supporting native flora by providing free seeds along with guidance on proper planting techniques. Lena attended various village events to encourage participation in native plant gardening: one of her events was Pollen Nation (see entry above). See HERE for more about her project.

Educational Garden at Zinsser – Chloe Smith – Zinsser Gardens 
Chloe’s YCAF project was to create an educational, multisensory garden to enhance community learning and engagement. This garden features pollinator-friendly and native plants, offering educational opportunities for both children and adults. It includes interactive elements, sensory experiences, and a quiet space with tree stumps for relaxation and observation. The garden will support community events, provide signage and online resources, and host activities for local Girl Scout troops. The transformation Chloe and her friends brought about is incredible – you can see more HERE.

The Pollinators – Hanna Lambert, Siri Lambert, Niahm Lynch, Akansha Muthukrishnan and Emma Boudrias – Grace Church, 5 Corners
Hannah, Siri, Niahm, Akansha and Emma used their grant to create a habitat for pollinators by transforming village-owned land at the northern side of the Grace Church yard, between the church property and Main Street. The project involved planting native plants and flowers to support local pollinators with the end-goal of enrolling the garden as part of the Village’s Adopt-a-Spot program. For a list of plants, their how-to description and to find photos of the final garden, see HERE. 

Hillside Butterfly Garden – Cassie Probst-Huertas – Hillside School
Cassie’s YCAF project was to establish a butterfly garden at Hillside Elementary School to boost biodiversity in Hastings and provide an engaging, educational space for children. The garden features plants that attract and support butterflies, offering students hands-on learning opportunities and creating a memorable, nature-friendly environment in the community. For a description of Cassie’s project, her how-to-steps and list of plants, see HERE. 

Zinsser Wildflower Garden – Marcus Gelman and Will Andrus – Zinsser Gardens
Marcus and Will chose to use their grant to create a pollinator-friendly space, that will contribute to the well-being of pollinators, which in turn benefits our food systems and natural landscapes. Their hope is that the demonstration garden will encourage village residents to welcome pollinators into their own gardens by showing that native pollinator friendly gardens can be both environmentally beneficial and beautiful.  For a pictorial description of the process, a list of plants, and to find photos of the final garden, see HERE. 

Zinsser Renewal – Sophia Ballard – Zinsser Gardens
Sophia used her YCAF grant to upgrade the sustainability, accessibility, and appeal of our local community gardens. The Zinsser Gardens are community vegetable and flower gardens that began as Victory Gardens during World War I. Sophia’s end goal was to build community engagement and ownership by restoring the infrastructure for gardens that had deteriorated. Through flashmobs, charm and persuasion, she mobilized both students and adults alike to totally transform the gardens. They built 5 new gardens, improved 5 existing gardens, added new fences and doors, a shed, communal gardening tools, a new area for compost and woodchips and much more.  For photos of Sophia and her cohorts at work see HERE. 

Growing Green – Sasha Fuller & Eden Greenberg – Zinsser Gardens
Sasha and Eden used their YCAF grant to build a greenhouse in the Zinsser Gardens. Their goal is for the greenhouse to provide space to raise young plants before they are planted outside, addressing a current gap in the gardens' resources. They hope to develop educational programs in partnership with the Hastings public school system, connecting with teachers to facilitate student visits and hands-on learning about growing edible plants and the importance of local food systems. For photos of the progress see HERE. 

Building an Irrigation System for a Greenhouse at Zinsser Park – Colin Sexton, Malcolm Trese, Johnny Sbrega, Jakob Kessman, Julian Carnavali – Zinsser Gardens
Colin, Malcolm, Jonny, Jakob and Julian used their YCAF grant to build an irrigation system for the new Zinsser Gardens greenhouse. Their goal was to provide irrigation by transporting water underground from a nearby creek to the newly constructed greenhouse. With the ultimate goal of educating residents about the benefits of local and self sufficient power and water. For photos of the progress see HERE. 
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