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Image sources: Top image by Chris Chow (via unsplash.com);
bottom image via exploringnature.org.
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Monarch Butterflies

The monarch butterfly is an
iconic North American species
whose multigenerational
migration and metamorphosis
from caterpillar to butterfly has
captured the imagination of
millions of Americans. Both the
western and eastern monarch
populations have experienced
significant declines. Less than
one percent of the western
monarch population remains,
while the eastern population

has fallen by as much as ninety
percent. Monarch scientists
attribute the population decline to
degradation and loss of summer
breeding habitat in the U.S., and
loss of winter habitat in south-
central Mexico and coastal
California. The Town of Penfield
looks to improve practices and
implement measures to improve
breeding habitats for monarchs
and pollinators in our area.
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