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	WHEREAS, pollinator species such as bees and butterflies are essential partners of food producers to keeping fruits, nuts, and vegetables in our diets; and 
	WHEREAS, healthy pollinator populations are critical to the continued economic well-being of agricultural producers and the economy; and 
	WHEREAS, pollinators such as bees and Monarch butterflies, have experienced population declines due to a combination of habitat loss, poor nutrition, pesticides, parasites, diseases, and other factors; and
	WHEREAS, pollinator losses over the past few decades require immediate attention to ensure the sustainability of our food production system; and
	WHEREAS, on May 10, 2021, the City of Manassas became a Bee City USA® Affiliate pledging to develop and implement programs to create or expand pollinator-friendly habitat and practices on public and private land; and 
	WHEREAS, the City of Manassas has also joined the National Wildlife Foundation’s Mayor’s Monarch Pledge an an effort continue to provide habitat and plant natives such as Milkweed and Goldenrod on City-owned lands such as schools and parks to assist with the conservation of Monarch butterflies and to create outreach programs to educate the public in these endeavors; and 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Michelle Davis-Younger, Mayor of the City of Manassas, Virginia and on behalf of the Manassas City Council, proclaim the month of June 2022 as 

Pollinators Month

In the City of Manassas and urge all residents to celebrate the importance of bees and butterflies by becoming engaged in environmental awareness and sustainability through fostering pollinator-friendly habitats and limiting the use of pesticides.


								ATTEST:

													
Michelle Davis-Younger	 		Mayor			Lee Ann Henderson	            City Clerk
	On behalf of the City Council
	        of Manassas, Virginia
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